
   

   THE ORACLE   
Join us for our weekly online worship 

service,  religious education and social 

hour Sundays at 10:30 am.  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Our COVENANT is to be a loving,  

joyful community that nurtures      

spiritual growth, promotes            

compassion, social responsibility, and 

service in an atmosphere of mutual  

respect.                                                                      

Our MISSION is to be a faith         

community devoted to love and      

respect, reason and justice.               

Our VISION is to be a dynamic organi-

zation that is guided by the six sources 

of Unitarian Universalism and supports 

the spiritual health of Meadville and 

the surrounding area.  
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The Six Sources of Unitarian Universalism 

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, af-

firmed in all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and 

an openness to the forces which create and uphold life; 

• Words and deeds of prophetic people which challenge us to       

confront powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and 

the transforming power of love; 

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical 

and spiritual life; 

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's 

love by loving our neighbors as ourselves; 

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason 

and the results of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind 

and spirit; 

• Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which celebrate the 

sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the 

rhythms of nature. 
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346 Chestnut Street Meadville, PA 16335 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS ALONG FRENCH CREEK 

“Look at everything always as though you were seeing it either for the first or 

last time: Thus is your time on earth filled with glory.” 

(Betty Smith in “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn) 

 

Two months ago I sent an Oracle column that included holiday services at 

UUCM. Here’s an updated and more detailed review as we enter into the pell-mell race       

toward New Year’s Day. 

 It is a busy season but it’s also a time we can reclaim wonder in the simplest things we expe-

rience.  

The first Sunday of December (12/4) will be a service on awakening. This service will be 

partly in honor of the historical Buddha’s awakening typically celebrated on or about Decem-

ber 8. I’m told that awakening to our true and whole non-self most happens gradually and not 

some huge moment of “Ah-ha” experience. My Buddhist and Universalist perspective is that all 

sentient beings will awaken. What does this really mean? Or is it theological nonsense? 

The Sunday service on December 18 will be a smorgasbord of themes common to the 

winter celebrations. Hanukkah will begin on the evening of December 18. Joyce Milberg will 

share some stories about Hanukkah and the menorah. We will also mention the Winter       

Solstice. December 18 is also ‘National Roast Suckling Pig Day’ and “National Twin Day” but 

we’ll likely not speak about them. One question to consider: how do you feel when the      

Solstice arrives and we know that days will begin to get longer? 

December 24, of course, is Christmas Eve. We hope to livestream the service so that folks 

can join us remotely as well as in person. A theme we are working on is whether we adults can 

still feel a sense of wonder and awe at Christmas Eve even if we no longer take literally the 

Christmas story of Jesus? It’s said that Christmas is for children because it can be wonderous as 

well as the opportunity to rip open many gifts. Can there still be the gift of wonder for us all? 

We will also host an informal Sunday service on December 25 called “Blue Christmas”. 

This type of service is to help those who have lost relatives or friends in past years that make 

Christmas and holidays more challenging. How do we remember those who have died or gone 

from our lives during the holiday season? This service is also for those animal companions we 

have lost in the last year. Please feel welcome to bring a photo of someone(s) who have died. 

You’ll have the chance to share some memories and reflections of them that morning. 

 



   

Finally, the December holidays remind us that New Year’s Day and new beginnings are 

right around the corner. We will have the annual Atonement service on Sunday, January 1. We 

will let go of those thoughts, words, and deeds that we regret from 2022. Those who have 

come to this service before will remember the use of Flash Paper to allow our regrets to burn 

away. We will then have a second ritual to make vows (not resolutions) for 2023.  

Wonder doesn’t have to be anything particularly profound. It can be our memories of 

childhood during the holidays. It can be a fresh snowy morning here with quiet peace at sunrise. 

It can be waking up and realizing that a new year is ready to renew our stories and lives.  

I hope we’ll see you this month. It would be wonderful.  

Bows and blessings for us all in the New Year from Alex (and Debra in Oregon) 
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WORSHIP MATTERS –  DECEMBER 2022 

 

DECEMBER  4, 2022 

“Winter Holidays and Awakening ”- Rev. Alex Holt  

'Awakening' can mean many things but especially during the holiday season. How can it be a 

practice of patience and wonder?  

 

 

DECEMBER  11, 2022 

“Sunshine”- Josh Searle-White 

This service celebrates the work done by Ian Carbone and his      

Allegheny College students to install a solar power array on the 

Parish House roof.  Come hear about the challenges the students 

faced and the successes they achieved.  Our church’s vision of   

partnering with the community has become a reality!  You’ll have 

the opportunity to preview a short documentary film made about 

the process, and John Hyatt, Aimee Reash, Jennifer Hellwarth, Phil 

Foxman, and Josh Searle-White will offer a range of sunshine-themed music.  

 

 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 

“Hanukkah and Solstice”- Joyce Milberg and Karen Schreiber Mason  

Hanukkah and Solstice: celebrations of light during December dark.  

 

 

DECEMBER  24, 2022 

“Christmas Eve: The Wonder of it All”- Rev. Alex Holt  

It's said that Christmas is for children. Can we all find ways to embrace Wonder regardless of our 

religious convictions?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER  25, 2022 

“Blue Christmas”- Rev. Alex Holt  

Many UU congregations set aside a day of reflection during the holidays to remember those 

who have died or who are no longer in our lives. This will be an informal service.  
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CALL TO MEETING AND AGENDA — UUCM ANNUAL MEETING 2021 

The Annual Meeting of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Meadville will be held on Sunday, December 4, 

2022, immediately following the 10:30 service. At that time, members of the congregation will elect Board 

members for the positions of Secretary, Stewardship, Coordinator of Mission, and Trustee.  

 

The congregation will also be asked to approve a motion allowing the expenditure of up to $90,000 for a 

project to refurbish the living room and parlor. This project will include stabilizing and leveling the floor, 

which has started to sag due to deterioration of the floor joists near where they tie into the brick walls, which 

engineers report is a common problem with buildings of this age (150 years strong!) and construction type. The 

proposed budget is based on quotes received in 2020 for a project in these rooms with a very similar scope. 

For obvious reasons, we have   assumed significant construction-related inflation since then.   

 

And finally, the congregation will be asked to approve the budget for 2023. Budget information can be found 

in the Treasurer’s report.  

 

AGENDA ANNUAL MEETING OF UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF MEADVILLE 

December 4, 2022 

 

1  Call to Meeting and President’s Remarks: Rick Holmgren 

 

2  Minister’s Remarks: Reverend Alex Holt 

 

3  Approval of Minutes from the 2020 Annual Meeting 

Motion. The Board moves approval of the 2020 annual meeting minutes 

 

4  Election of Officers: 

Motion. The Board moves that the following individuals be elected for two-year terms: 

Coordinator of Mission: Karen Schreiber Mason 

Secretary: Jane Anderson 

Stewardship: Josh Searle-White     

 

For your information, the continuing officers are 

President: Rick Holmgren 

Vice President: Deb Lehman 

Treasurer: Mike Baker 

Coordinator of Outreach:  Mark McGinty     

 

Responsibilities of Officers are described in Article 7 of the Church Bylaws: 

http://uumeadville.org/bylaws/
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5  Election of Trustee to a five-year term.                                                                                                                                                             

   Motion. The Board moves that Rich Chafey be elected to a 5-year term as trustee beginning January 1, 

   2023.  

 

Current Trustees 

Sue Mallick  Term Ends 12/31/22 

Tom Ritchey  Term Ends 12/31/23 

Dave Anderson Term Ends 12/31/24 

Carlin Almes  Term Ends 12/31/25 

Amelia Carr  Term Ends 12/31/26 

 

As a point of information, Trustees are the only representatives authorized to approve the sale of 

Church real estate, should we ever elect to do that.  

 

6 The Board asks that the congregation approve a motion to allow the Board to proceed with the stabilizing 

and leveling the floors of the Parish House and refurbishing the dining room and parlor.                                     

  Motion. The congregation approves an expenditure of up to $90,000 to refurbish the parlor and din- 

  ing room in the Parish House. The Board will make every effort to limit the total expenditures for this 

  project to $75,000. Upgrades will include stabilizing and leveling the floors, repairs to the walls as   

  needed, new flooring, new paint, new ceilings in the parlor, and improvements to the door system be

  tween the parlor and dining room if cost effective solutions can be identified. Funding will be drawn  

  from the capital project account funded by the bequest from Jill LeSeur York. 

 

7 The Board asks that the congregation approve a motion to adopt the UU Church of Meadville Budget for 

2023                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                        

Motion. The Board moves the adoption of a budget for 2023 as outlined in the accompanying proposal, with 

expenditures not to exceed $143,300.  

 

8  Call for New business 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE FULL 2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/UUCM/Documents/Annual Meeting and reports/Annual Meeting Reports 2022/Annual Report 2022.pdf
file:///C:/Users/UUCM/Documents/Annual Meeting and reports/Annual Meeting Reports 2022/Annual Report 2022.pdf
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SINGING IN THE PANDEMIC 

 

Because we are a community, not merely a gathering of individuals, my approach to music-

making during the past two years has been one of collective care.  I’m happy to speak about 

this more in depth; please reach out to me if you wish to delve deeper. 

 

Our current shared reality is filled with eagerness to return to the pre-pandemic rituals we   

surrendered for the common good, such as hymn singing.  I’m so glad you miss singing togeth-

er!  I’m so grateful to serve a congregation that sincerely appreciates music in all its 

forms!  I’ve been saying, since my appointment here, that only in the most dire straits would I 

even consider working for another religious denomination (okay, well… maybe the Unity 

church).  You allow me freedom of expression and I embrace that.  Thank you. 

 

But what I must do, as your Music Director, is weigh the opportunities and risks at each      

moment in our journey.  To this end, I have created a set of guidelines I wish to follow in 

these upcoming months, as we continue to explore the reality of the world around us while 

cautiously embracing those shared rituals that give us joy.  Please note that these guidelines  

relate to wind instruments and singing only, since COVID-19 is a respiratory disease and these 

instruments (including the voice) are produced by and carried with the medium of air (unlike 

the piano or violin, for example).  

 

Hymn Singing, congregationally, will be determined by the following factors: 

•The Community Level of Crawford County, as provided by the CDC COVID tracker 

 

•The availability of moving air, such as open windows and doors 

 

•The ability to physically distance  

 

•The willingness to mask, not solely based on your perception of the risks, but also of oth-

ers’ risks and perceptions 

 

•The ability of members to participate in service by watching a livestream 

 

 

If the Community Level is HIGH, we will not sing congregationally.  If it is not HIGH, we will 

use the other factors in the list above to determine feasibility of singing together.  As a remind-

er, when we choose to take a risk, we are taking it for each of us, together. 

 

At times, wind musicians will be asked to offer songs during the prelude, offering, postlude, or 

other moments of the service.  All wind musicians, until further notice, will be required to test 

negative the morning of service. 
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We (myself and the Worship Committee, including Rev. Alex), will place these guidelines on 

our monthly meeting agenda and they will be modifiable and/or discussable at any time.  In 

other words, expect changes.  What else is new, right?  

 

In addition, we will try to determine a method of informing you about the decision for each 

Sunday, so that you are able to make the best choice for yourself, your loved ones, and your 

church family. 

 

Please know, in advance, that we do intend to sing a small amount at the very tail end of the 

Christmas Eve service, provided that there are no restrictions at that time.  It would be lovely 

to hear Silent Night as we’ve done it traditionally. 

 

For more resources, please visit: 

Pandemic Strategies (Including COVID-19): Strategies for Gathering Congregations in an Ongo-

ing Pandemic or https://www.uua.org/leaderlab/pandemics/strategies 

 

CDC COVID Data Tracker or https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home 

 

NPR: Is Singing Together Safe In The Era Of Coronavirus? Not Really, Experts Say or https://

www.npr.org/2020/08/10/888945949/is-singing-together-safe-in-the-era-of-coronavirus-not-

really-experts-say 

 

Prateek Bahl, Charitha de Silva, Shovon Bhattacharjee, Haley Stone, Con Doolan, Abrar Ah-

mad Chughtai, C Raina MacIntyre, Droplets and Aerosols Generated by Singing and the Risk of 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 for Choirs, Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 72, Issue 10, 15 May 

2021, Pages e639–e641, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa1241 

 

US News: How Easily Can Singing Spread COVID-19? or https://www.usnews.com/news/health

-news/articles/2021-11-29/how-easily-can-singing-spread-covid-19 

 

https://www.uua.org/leaderlab/pandemics/strategies
https://www.uua.org/leaderlab/pandemics/strategies
https://www.uua.org/leaderlab/pandemics/strategies
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/10/888945949/is-singing-together-safe-in-the-era-of-coronavirus-not-really-experts-say
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/10/888945949/is-singing-together-safe-in-the-era-of-coronavirus-not-really-experts-say
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/10/888945949/is-singing-together-safe-in-the-era-of-coronavirus-not-really-experts-say
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/10/888945949/is-singing-together-safe-in-the-era-of-coronavirus-not-really-experts-say
https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa1241
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-11-29/how-easily-can-singing-spread-covid-19
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-11-29/how-easily-can-singing-spread-covid-19
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-11-29/how-easily-can-singing-spread-covid-19
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THE HANGING OF THE GREENS  

The Church's annual work party to decorate the sanctuary for the Yule season will happen Sat-

urday December 10th beginning at 10:30 am. We will need lots of help setting up the tree and 

decorating. Enjoy a chili lunch in the Parish House when the work is complete!   Everyone wel-

come!  Any questions - contact Deb Lehman (814) 337-1232. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITY TO ORDER CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS AND WREATHS EXTENDED 

The church will again offer the opportunity to honor or memorialize a loved one at the Christ-

mas Eve Service. A special insert will be prepared and included in the order of service. Deadline 

for purchasing a poinsettia is Sunday December 18
th
, 2022. Poinsettias (6” pots) will be availa-

ble to take home after the service on December 24
th
.  Cost for a Poinsettia is $15.00. We have 

ordered a dozen of them in a variety of colors. 

Two wreaths will decorate the sanctuary doors but are not available to take home. You may 

dedicate one of these for a donation of $50.00. There will also be seven window wreaths. You 

may dedicate one of these for a donation of $25.00. 

Order forms are located in the Parish House. You can also contact Jodi to order. 

church@uumeadville.org; 814-724-4023.  
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FAITH IN ACTION 

SOUP KITCHEN 

Every second Friday each month a group of UU    

volunteers serve meals at the Meadville Area Soup   

kitchen as a way to help alleviate some of the      

symptoms of poverty in our region. You are  

welcome to volunteer. Our congregation’s contact is 

Jana Lantz, jmlantz@zoominternet.net  

814-350-1265 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY WE SHARE: DECEMBER’S SHARE-THE-PLATE 

RECIPIENT: ST. JAMES HAVEN 

St. James Haven is a twelve bed, temporary, over-

night shelter for homeless men located at 779 

North Main St. in Meadville, PA. The Haven pro-

vides homeless men with a comfortable bed and 

clean, dry shelter on a first come-first served basis. A 

simple evening meal is served. The facility is staffed 

by a resident manager and is open 365 days/year 

from 6pm to 8am.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all who donated in November. The 

recipient was Center for Family Services. We donat-

ed $163.50.   

DECEMBER SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDITATION GROUP 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Thursdays at 6:00 pm 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday 4th after the service 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday 13th at 11:00am 

 

SOUP KITCHEN 

Friday 9th at 10:00 am 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Saturday 10th 10:30 am 

 

ORACLE SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE 

Monday 26th by 9:00 am 
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2022 Church Officers 

President: Rick Holmgren 

(rick.holmgren@gmail.com ) 

 

Vice-President: Deb Lehman 

(deblehman51@gmail.com) 

 

Stewardship: Josh Searle-White 

(jsearle@allegheny.edu) 

 

Clerk: Jane Anderson 

(jane.anderson811@gmail.com) 

 

Treasurer: Mike Baker 

(Rmbaker1@windstream.net) 

 

Coordinator of Out Reach Teams:  

Mark McGinty  

(mcgintymark4@gmail.com ) 

 

Coordinator of Mission Teams:  

Karen Schreiber Mason 

(karen.schreiber1@gmail.com) 

 

Church Staff 

Minister 

Rev. Alex Holt  

revalexholt@gmail.com or  

(814)- 724-4023 Ext. 302  

 

Music Director: Aimee Reash 

(areash@allegheny.edu) 

 

Office Administrator: Jodi Sipos 

(church@uumeadville.org or 

(814)724-4023) 

Monday-Friday: 7:30 AM – 1:30PM 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 

UU- Useful Web Links 

UU Church of Meadville: 

www.uumeadville.org 

Oracle: www.uumeadville.org/Oracles 

UUA: www.uua.org 

UU Service Committee: www.uusc.org 

 

 

RIDES TO SERVICE 

If you need a ride to any event or to   

Sunday’s worship service, please call 

the church office by 9:00 am on Fridays 

and leave a message (814-724-4023)  

 

 

Amazon Associates Shop 

Remember that our church is a member 

of the Support us when you shop at 

amazon. smile.amazon.com/ch/25-

1322866  and Amazon donates. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rick.holmgren@gmail.com
mailto:deblehman51@gmail.com
mailto:Rmbaker1@windstream.net
mailto:karen.schreiber1@gmail.com
mailto:revalexholt@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Tracy/Desktop/Oracle/areash@allegheny.edu
file:///C:/Users/Tracy/Desktop/O/church@uumeadville.org
smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1322866
smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1322866

